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Consent for the use of a testimonial – Information for researchers

Testimonials can be an effective way to evidence the impact that your research has had on your stakeholders. Researchers should consider the need for informed consent before approaching providers for testimonials. The provider of the testimonial must understand how their personal data and the information within their testimonial will be used by the University and give consent for this.
Once a testimonial is obtained, along with the consent form, both items should be saved on the RIS Impact Module and/or E mailed to your Faculty Research Impact Officer.
Consent for the use of a testimonial – Information for testimonial provider
Title of the Project:
 

Researcher(s): 
The testimonial you provide is important to us and will be handled and stored confidentially for up to 10 years by the University’s Research and Enterprise Office (REO) in accordance with the University's data protection, retention and privacy policies.  
The information that you provide in your testimonial will be used to support an impact case study, which may be deployed in one or more of the following ways, with your informed consent:

1) In a research impact case study for the University’s submission to the next National Research Assessment Exercise for confidential assessment.
The purpose of National Research Assessment is to assess the quality of UK research and to inform the selective distribution of public funds for research by the UK higher education funding bodies. The outcomes of the assessment exercise are used to calculate about £2 billion per year of public funding for universities’ research, and affect their international reputations. The results also inform strategic decisions about national research priorities. The most recent exercise was REF 2021. 
Once submitted for national assessment, information within submissions will be handled confidentially by the national assessment team in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK General Data Protection Regulation and any succeeding legislation and covered by policies employed by the UK higher education funding bodies (UKRI) and Research England. 
2) In a research impact case study for the University’s submission to the next National Research Assessment Exercise which will be published in a searchable online database.

If we use your testimonial to support the impact case study, any or all of, the main body of the letter may be quoted in the case study, which may be published in a searchable online database (unless specific requests are made to restrict access to the content). Only the name of the organisation and title or position of the evidence provider will appear in the case study. 
3) In an example of good practice on the University of Essex website/print publication/social media
4) In an academic blog by the University of Essex researcher(s)
5) In teaching/training at the University of Essex
6) In academic publications by University of Essex researcher(s)
For uses 3-6, the personal details that may appear in the case study are your name, the name of your organisation (where applicable) and your position or title within that organisation 
[image: image1.png]
If you agree to the use of your name as well as the name of your organisation and your position or title within that organisation as set out in options 3 – 6 then please indicate your consent in box 7 overleaf. 
If you do not want consent to your name being used, but agree to your testimonial being quoted anonymously, then we will refer only to the job title you hold and the name of your organisation.
Consent for the use of a testimonial

Please read carefully and initial the boxes with which you agree.
 Please initial box
	a) I confirm that I have read and understood the information about the use of this testimonial. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these questions answered satisfactorily  
	

	b) I understand that any personally identifiable data provided will be securely stored and that confidentiality will be maintained
	

	1. I give my permission for the testimonial to be used in a research impact case study for the University’s National Research Assessment submission for confidential assessment only
2. I give my permission for the testimonial to be used in a research impact case study for the University’s National Research Assessment submission, which will be published in a searchable online database
3. I give my permission for quotes from the testimonial to be used in an example of good practice on the University of Essex website/print publication/social media
4. I give my permission for quotes from the testimonial to be used in an online academic blog by the University of Essex researcher(s)
5. I give my permission for quotes from the testimonial to be used in teaching/training at the University of  Essex
6. I give my permission for quotes from the testimonial to be used in academic publications by University of Essex researcher(s)
7. For items 3 – 6, I give permission for my name as well as the name of my organisation and my position or title to be used in relation to the use of the testimonial I provide to which I have given consent
Name:                                                                                       Organisation:                                                   
Date:                                                                                        Signature:
	




























































If you have any questions about this form please contact: reoimpact@essex.ac.uk

